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by Greg Bork

Aquarius Archives, a community initiative 
of the Nimbin Aquarius Foundation 
Inc to preserve the history of the 1973 
Nimbin Aquarius Festival and the region’s 
counterculture movement, has closed out 
its !rst full !nancial year with a string of 
milestones, alongside a funding gap it is now 
working to close.

Over the past year, the Archives received 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status 
from the Australian Taxation O"ce, 
o"cially launched under a new logo designed 
by Franca Wolfe, and secured a temperature-
controlled storage space in partnership with 
Rainbow Power Company. 

A permanent exhibition was installed in the 
hallway of the Nimbin Community Centre, 
giving visitors and locals a !rst look at the 
collection.

Around half of an expected 100-plus boxes 
of the former ‘Aquarian Archives’ material 
has now been transferred from Lismore 
Library into the Foundation’s care, with the 
remainder still to come. 

#e Archives also received original 
documents from festival organiser Johnny 
Allen’s personal collection and historical 

displays from the former Nimbin Visitors 
Information Centre. Volunteers have begun 
work on speci!c parts of the collection, 
including fashion and textiles, alternative 
energy and intentional communities. 

A video presentation was recorded with the 
Northern Rivers Community Foundation, 
and the newly reformed Pan-Community 
Council was given access to its historical 
records. Recently, Aquarius Archives ran an 
oral history workshop with historian Jo Kijas 
and has since acquired dedicated recording 
equipment. 

Volunteer Nuro recently recorded the 
Archives’ !rst oral history interview, with 
pre-Aquarius Nimbin community member 
Verlie Troughton. Look out for her stories in 
the September Nimbin GoodTimes.

#is work is carried almost entirely by 
volunteers – a core group of three to !ve 
people on site every Friday, supported by 
around 20 others who help more occasionally.

Funding 
#at volunteer e$ort now needs to be 
matched by secure funding. #e Archives’ 
establishing grant from the Northern Rivers 
Community Foundation ended in January 
2026, and there is currently no funding 

in place to cover our o"ce workspace rent 
beyond 2026.

So how do other regional historical societies 
pay the rent? Largely, they don’t. Brunswick 
Valley Historical Society’s Mullumbimby 
Museum sits on land provided by the state 
government. Richmond River Historical 
Society occupied council-owned premises 
in Lismore rent-free for decades, until the 
building closed for repair after the 2022 %oods. 

Across the Nightcap Range, Tweed Shire 
Council consolidated three local historical 
societies into the award-winning Tweed 
Regional Museum. We’re grateful for the 
collegial support of each of these organisations. 
Aquarius Archives has no comparable council 
backing to fall back on in Nimbin.

Looking ahead
#ere is good news on the grants front. Two 
Museums and Galleries NSW grants have 
been secured for the coming year. A Volunteer 

Placement grant will give Greg insight into 
professional best practice at Museums of 
History NSW in Sydney in October. 

We are also thrilled to share the news that 
we were successful on our second application 
for a Volunteer Museum grant, with funding 
secured for a strategic plan to be developed 
with Kate Gahan, a community-based 
historian with over 25 years’ experience across 
regional NSW. 

We look forward to working with the 
community to develop this plan, including 
a proposed Museum for Nimbin in the long 
term. Neither grant covers core operating 
costs.

In the year ahead, Aquarius Archives 
plans to test and launch its digital catalogue, 
opening the collection to wider community 
access, and continue working through its 
cataloguing backlog. 

#e Archives is calling on the community 
for continued donations of material, volunteer 
time and !nancial support to keep it running.

#e Aquarius Archives o"ce is open Fridays 
at the Community Centre, 81 Cullen Street, 
Nimbin. Website: aquariusarchives.org.au 

Nimbin’s Aquarius Archives marks first year 

by Ma!hew Wi!emeier

Twenty-!ve years ago, solar 
panels were still a novelty. 
Most Australians had 
never seen a battery system, 
wind farms were rare, and 
renewable energy supplied just 
3.4% of our electricity.

Today, renewable energy 
provides around 43% of 
Australia’s electricity, with 
some periods exceeding 50%. 
Rooftop solar has become so 
common that Australia now 
has one of the highest rates of 
household solar adoption in 
the world.

Much of that transformation 
can be traced back to a single 
policy: the Renewable Energy 
Target, or RET.

Introduced in 2001, 
the RET was designed to 
encourage investment in 
renewable energy by creating 
!nancial incentives for new 
projects and reducing the 
upfront cost of solar for 
households and businesses. At 
the time, its goal was modest. 
Few could have predicted the 
scale of change that would 

follow.
Over the following decades, 

the policy helped support 
the growth of wind farms, 
large scale solar projects and 
millions of rooftop solar 
installations. Entire industries 
emerged around renewable 
energy, creating jobs, building 
expertise and driving down 
costs.

Perhaps the biggest shift 
has been cultural. Solar 
is no longer seen as an 
alternative technology. For 
many Australians, it is simply 
a normal part of owning a 
home or running a business. 
Batteries are now following 
a similar path, helping 
households store energy and 

gain greater control over their 
electricity use.

#e RET is scheduled to 
conclude in 2030, but its 
legacy is already clear. It 
helped transform renewable 
energy from a niche 
technology into a major 
part of Australia’s electricity 
system.

For companies like Rainbow 
Power Company, which has 
been helping Australians 
harness renewable energy 
since 1987, the change has 
been remarkable to witness. 

What was once considered 
a fringe technology is now 
helping power homes, 
businesses and communities 
across the country.

The policy that changed 
Australia’s energy future

#e Uki Atelier, that the 
new owner, Ilona Harker 
(pictured), has dubbed: ‘#e 
trickle-up revolution’ has 
opened in the Uki Butter 
Factory

Ilona says, “Trickle-down 
economics are BS; we need 
community care to spread 
like micellium.”

#e Uki Atelier works by 
sharing the space with the 
community, so people can 
use the workshop space to 
create and sell within the 
shop. With a lot of help 
from her friends, Ilona has 
built a dedicated community 
workshop space for creatives 
to use during business hours.

Previously Ilona was a 
performer and created her 
own costumes, but she left 
the touring life to focus 
on her health and to build 
a business with a focus 
on community creativity, 
especially platforming artists 
with disabilities. 

Ilona’s work includes her 
Save Wallum block prints 
that she taught dedicated 
campaigners to print to help 

raise tens of thousands for 
their cause.

#e workshop space 
has sewing machines and 
overlockers for anyone who 
is pro!cient, in exchange 
for a gold coin fee to 
cover maintenance; and a 
large table for working on 
creations. #e workshop 
provides a 100-year old book 
press for printmakers, and a 
small kitchenette. 

In late August, Ilona 
will start life drawing and 
‘Stitch and Bitch’ (mend 

and befriend) on #ursday 
nights in #e Uki Atelier, 
and more workshops such 
as crocheting and a ‘Death 
Café’ and games nights, such 
as Dungeons and Dragons.

Ilona already sells works 
from artists with disabilities 
who she works with, 
alongside her own block 
print designs on archival 
paper. If you’re keen to get in 
on the fun, Ilona also runs 
block print workshops.

#e space has curated a 
dedicated community closet 
where locals can bring their 
fabulous vintage gems to sell. 

#e whole shop feels like 
a lush fantasy world, and 
Ilona says she feels lucky 
to be part of the amazing 
creative community that is 
Magical Uki. 

For more info, follow #e 
Uki Atelier on social media.

#e Uki Atelier is open 
from #ursday to Sunday, 
10am-4pm. It’s available for 
hire at $20 per hour for locals; 
it’s free for not-for-pro!ts.

Contact Ilona Harker at: 
ilonaharker.com
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July Hales
4/4/1948 – 11/7/2026

by only daughter Ronnie,   
from her graveside eulogy

Mum was born and raised in Belmore, 
Sydney, the middle of three sisters, 
Lynne and Robin, one year apart. 

She said she was always a bit of a loner at 
school, with only one or two good friends.

She !nished school at 15, which was pretty 
standard back then. Her !rst job was at 
a bank and she got into her fashion stage, 
matching her high heels with her handbag. 

She got a motorbike and rode it hard and 
fast, drank scotch on the rocks, smoked 
cigarettes and sunbaked for hours. She also 
started working with dogs and continued 
working for kennels until moving to Nimbin.

At age 19 she went to Melbourne to be a 
strapper for racehorses, but then it was not 
easy for women in the industry, and she had 
to let it go. She got part-time work in bars 
and a few seasons doing housekeeping at the 
Snowies, where she learnt to ski.

In her early 30s, Mum went back to school 
to get her HSC so she could go to uni to 
study to be a vet. She got through one year 
of uni. She said, “I just could not study, no 
matter how hard I tried.”

It was around this time Mum met Dad at a 
pub. He was an English merchant seaman 20 
years her senior. After !ve years as a couple, 
Mum got pregnant, gave up drinking and 
smoking, and they got married by Ted No$s 
at the Wayside Chapel.

In 1985, Mum was 37, I was born and we all 
lived in Potts Point. Mum and Dad had the 
opportunity to run a boarding kennels, and 
Mum worked herself to exhaustion over the 
next year and a bit to save a bit of money to 
make the move to Nimbin.

She knew she didn’t want the city life for her 
kid; she wanted community.

Mum bought our block of land on Blue 
Springs community in 1988, and with Dad 
and the help of the community, they built 
our “temporary dwelling”. In less than a year 
Dad was gone and it was just Mum and me, 
though Blue Springs had kids aplenty to play 
with.

Mum started me on outdoor adventures 
early, and took me to dances, gigs and 
festivals, all by hitch-hiking or public 
transport. She never drove, but got 
everywhere on time.

Mum started volunteering at the 
Environment Centre when I was three or 
four, then at the Nimbin Community School 
where I later spent most of my primary 
school while she was doing the books, making 
lunches and then being acting principal.

She made cakes for all sorts of fundraisers 
and the Blue Moon cabarets, did bookkeeping 
for Nim-FM, helped at the Museum café, the 
Timbara base camp, the chai tent in Canberra 
over Invasion Days, the Weave and Mend 
gatherings, joined the new Bushwalkers Club 
and the re-formed CWA and set up her tipi 
for various things.

And for over 30 years, she co-ordinated the 

Community School. But with all of that, she 
made all the time I would need for me.

By 2007 I had met D and we were running a 
guesthouse in the Blue Mountains, and before 
I knew it, I was married and having babies.

#ose 10 years at the guesthouse were tough 
for me, but Mum was there every school 
holidays, at our busiest time. She helped 
anywhere and everywhere she could, and we 
still went bushwalking all through the Blue 
Mountains.

In 2017 D and I moved to Rylstone. I had a 
van, I had school holidays free, and Mum had 
cash. #e kids got the best Nanna, and over 
the years we travelled, camped, bushwalked, 
swam, kayaked, snorkelled and danced. 

Our last adventures were in April this year. 
#en Mum got sick. She insisted on making 
it to her last MardiGrass, but afterwards she 
had to come back home with us.

After a doctor’s visit in the Blue Mountains, 
we did a small bushwalk, and that night she 
got sick again. We got a diagnosis of a fast-
growing brain tumour. It was too late to 
operate.

Mum accepted all of this. Mostly she was 
the calm and pragmatic person she always 
was, grateful for the life that she’s had.

At the very end, Mum was able to access 
voluntary assisted dying. #is is what she had 
wanted, to have her autonomy.

#e last thing Mum had on her mind was 
that she wanted all the community to keep 
going. And most of all, she wanted everyone 
to keep singing and dancing.
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Nimbin farewells a stalwart

Creative atelier space opensCreative atelier space opens

Following the highest-selling Film Festival 
in its history, Sydney Film Festival is taking 
highlights from its 2026 program to Lismore 
Cinemas from 3rd to 6th September. 

#e Travelling Film Festival returns to the 
newly reburnished cinema for the !rst time 
since it re-opened after the devastating %oods. 

#is epic celebration of cinema features the 
year’s most acclaimed !lms from around the 
world, including acclaimed !lms direct from 
Cannes, Venice, Berlin and Sydney Film 
Festivals.

“Why should Sydney have all the fun? #ese 
!lms help whip up a palpable celebration of 
cinema when they screened at SFF in June, 
and we can’t wait to keep that feeling going 
and bring them to audiences all over NSW,” 
said TFF Manager Beatrix Brady, 

“#e breadth of stories being screened is 
an extraordinary opportunity for audiences 
to take a step into another world – worlds 
that are illuminating, inspiring, challenging, 
hilarious, entertaining, and at times all of 
those things at once. 

“We all remember those movies that left an 
impact long after we left the cinema – this is a 
whole program of those experiences.” 

#e Opening Night !lm is the must-see 
hit Aussie made documentary Whistle which 
follows all the quirks, egos and soaring notes 
of the World Whistling Championships. 

TFF audiences will see some of the biggest 
!lms of the year including the 2026 Palme 
d’Or winner at Cannes Fjord starring Oscar 
nominees Renate Reinsve and Sebastian Stan.  

Another recent Cannes winner in the line-
up is the Camera d’Or winner Ben’Imana 
– the deeply moving drama from Rwanda.

Audiences can watch award-winning !lms 
from all corners of the globe: the witty and 
illuminating rom-com No Good Men from 
Afghanistan, and the moving yet sparkling 
Korean smash hit, !e World of Love. 

And from Europe, the beautiful tribute to 
the natural world Silent Friend starring Tony 
Leung Chiu-wai from Hungarian !lmmaker 
Ildikó Enyedi.

Australian stories and !lmmaking talent 
will also be on show, including the quirky 
time loop comedy Yesterday Island !lmed in 
Tasmania, and a range of Aussie made short 
!lms will also accompany select screenings.

Tickets are already on sale and selling fast 
for a packed weekend of brilliant cinema. 
With a Flexipass or a full Subscription, 
patrons can watch the whole program and 
save up to 30%! 

For tickets go to: https://www.s".org.au/t"/
program/lismore 

Best new films come to Lismore
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